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But the American people responded
with an admirable lesson in civic-mind-
edness and responsibility. In so doing,
and let me make this absolutely clear,
they penned one of the most beautiful
pages of our modern era.

The United States was not the only
target of the September 11 attacks.
Terrorism threw down a calculated
challenge to the values that are core to
humanity, freedom, moral decency,
compassion, and respect for the lives of
others.

Immediately after the attacks, Spain
expressed its active solidarity and its
commitment to the Government and
the people of the United States. Allow
me here in this Chamber to reiterate
that solemn commitment today.

Speaking in Madrid a few months be-
fore 9/11, President Bush expressed
America’s solidarity with Spain’s fight
against the terrorism that we have had
to endure for too long. That solidarity
has materialized in the form of active
cooperation. We will never forget that
gesture of support. And I will never for-
get it.

The United States and Spain would
both like to see the United Nation’s
counterterrorism committee play a
real and effective role. We would like
to see a world list of terrorist organiza-
tions drawn up and approved. We also
feel it important to ensure that the
voice of the victims of terrorism is lis-
tened to permanently.

Just 10 days ago, the first-ever World
Congress of Victims of Terrorism was
held in Madrid. The victims are the
moral backbone that underpins our
fight against terror. They give us
valor. They give us courage. But at the
same time they also call us into ac-
count and demand results from us.
They also demand justice and repara-
tion.

There can be no justification whatso-
ever for terrorism. It destroys the
causes it purports to defend. The polit-
ical or religious causes that terrorism
allegedly serves are among its victims
also.

And allow me to say here today that
terrorists must be made to realize that
the only and inevitable outcome is de-
feat. We derive our strength from the
moral superiority of democratic sys-
tems. And as has occurred on past oc-
casions in history, | have no doubt
whatsoever that freedom will triumph
over barbarity this time too.

Today, in Afghanistan and in lIraq,
the most important phase of the fight
against terrorism is currently taking
place. In lIraq, terrorists are trying to
prevent the lIraqi people from taking
their own destiny in hand.

We refused to countenance the re-
peated violations of international law
by Saddam Hussein’s tyranny.

We remain committed to Irag’s mate-
rial and institutional reconstruction,
and | can guarantee you that we fully
intend to see our commitments
through.

At this point, | would like to pay a
sincere tribute to all those who have
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given their lives in order to restore
freedom to the lraqi people, to guar-
antee the security and consolidate de-
mocracy. Our appreciation and grati-
tude will always be with those who
have died.

The fight against the proliferation of
weapons of mass destruction is another
common feature of our pursuit of a
more stable and freer world.

Recent progress in the fight against
the proliferation of these weapons
would not have been possible had it not
been for the firm stance that we have
taken.

Proliferation poses a very real threat
to everyone’s security. Faced with the
risk that these weapons might be used
by terrorist groups, we cannot stand by
and do nothing. In addressing this chal-
lenge, we have to act together and with
resolve. To ignore this reality or to
evade the real issue and the genuine
priorities would not only be highly ir-
responsible but would prove extremely
costly in terms of our own security and
freedom.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Vice President, the
transatlantic link stands for freedom,
freedom in all areas. And it is thanks
to that freedom that North America
and Europe are the two most pros-
perous regions in the world.

Experience shows that free trade is a
source of economic growth and wealth
for everyone. That is why | proposed
recently, and reiterate here today, that
we should create a great economic fi-
nancial and trade zone between Europe
and the United States by the year 2015.

I am sure that we can open up a new
era of growth and stability that would
benefit the rest of the world too.

It is my belief that freedom brings
prosperity. That is what | have tried to
do in my country since 1996 through
economic liberalization and reforms. It
is also the reason why in Europe | have
promoted initiatives that prioritize
above all else liberalization, innova-
tion, and improved competitiveness.

The very close relationship we have
forged between our two countries in-
cludes a Latin American dimension
also. For me, Latin America is a key
continent for my country. Spain is the
world’s second biggest investor in that
region behind the United States.

The countries of the region have
made great efforts in recent decades to
consolidate democratic regimes and
free market economies. That is a fur-
ther reason for our desire to strengthen
ties between Europe and Latin Amer-
ica.

I am convinced that the Atlantic re-
lationship will not be complete until it
embraces the American continent in
its entirety. For the medium and long
term, we should set ourselves the joint
goal of building a veritable community
of common values and interests, in-
cluding a large free trade area. And
rest assured that Spain is willing and
ready to work towards that goal.

The Hispanic communities in the
United States represent a source of
new and, until very recently, unimagi-
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nable opportunities for these closer
ties between the United States, Latin
America, and Europe.

I myself have been a privileged wit-
ness to this emerging and very prom-
ising reality in Texas, New Mexico,
California, New York, and Florida.

Mention of Florida necessarily brings
me to say something about Cuba and
its large exiled population. Like so
many Spaniards, | too come from a
family with roots in Cuba. This Carib-
bean island is one of the last remaining
anomalies of history, not just in the
Americas but anywhere in the entire
world.

I would like to reiterate my desire
and hope here today that before too
long Cuba can be welcomed into the
fold of free nations.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Vice President,
honorable Members of the House, as
Prime Minister of Spain, | have en-
deavored at all times to harness the
trust which the people of my country
have placed in me for the last 8 years
to help make Spain a safer, more pros-
perous, more committed, and con-
sequently more respected country.

Relations between our two nations
stretch back more than 200 vyears.
Spain provided valuable support to the
United States in its fight for independ-
ence. Thereafter, our relations may not
always have been governed by under-
standing. However, there has never
been a more propitious time than the
present to undertake grand projects to-
gether. What we have achieved to-
gether in recent years has already
served to create a strong relationship,
a relationship between countries that
are friends, allies, and partners.

And in concluding, may | say that in
Spain the American people have a
friend from Europe. In Spain, the
United States has a firm, strong, and
responsible ally. Let us continue to
work together, together for the cause
of democracy and freedom in the world.

Thank you.

[Applause, the Members rising.]

At 11 o’clock and 28 minutes a.m.,
the President of the Government of
Spain, accompanied by the committee
of escort, retired from the Hall of the
House of Representatives.

The Deputy Sergeant at Arms es-
corted the invited guests from the
Chamber in the following order:

The Members of the President’s Cabi-
net;

The Acting Dean of the Diplomatic
Corps.

JOINT MEETING DISSOLVED

The SPEAKER. The purpose of the
joint meeting having been completed,
the Chair declares the joint meeting of
the two Houses now dissolved.

Accordingly, at 11 o’clock and 31
minutes a.m., the joint meeting of the
two Houses was dissolved.

The Members of the Senate retired to
their Chamber.
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